
Dear First Minister Nicola Sturgeon,

We are writing to you at a crucial time in your Government’s term, with the new
political session and the ongoing battle with the coronavirus pandemic. 2021 is a
critical year for the environment, one that will further launch Scotland and its
commitment to the climate and ecological emergency onto the international stage.
We are writing to call on you to prioritise nature and the environment in this new
political session, and invest in increased access to nature.

Your government has said that they will commit to improving access to outdoor
spaces as in March 2016, a new indicator was added to the National Performance
Framework; “improve access to local greenspace”. The number of people accessing
these spaces remained steady from 2013 to 2019, not rising, and access to them for
those with disabilities is still not guaranteed, nor is their safety within these spaces.

Scotland's urban greenspace averages at 54% and is predominantly made up of
public parks. However, the 2018 Greenspace Scotland report states that they are not
being properly cared for. Council spending on parks and green spaces declined each
year from 2010/11 to 2015/16 according to the Improvement Service Local
Government Benchmarking Framework. This is despite around 80% of Scotland’s
population living in urban spaces, which is why urgent action is needed from your
government to invest in these areas so they can be properly looked after.

The Covid-19 pandemic has been a powerful moment to understand and experience
the importance of nature in people’s everyday lives, particularly in urban areas. It has
been emphasised that green and outdoor spaces need to be safe for everyone,
regardless of background or physical attributes.

In particular, green spaces are incredibly beneficial for children. Those with access to
a garden have fewer emotional and behavioural problems than those without. This
demonstrates that access to a green space to play and explore will aid children in
later life, highlighting the importance of investing in and maintaining green spaces.
The advantages do not end with children, as greenspaces have been proven to
improve health and wellbeing for all ages. Their benefits extend further, such as
providing environmental services, stronger communities and economic development.
These are fundamental reasons why investing in the quality and accessibility of
Scotland’s green spaces is vital for the government, as this will benefit the
population’s health and wellbeing.

Future decisions made by your Government are unmissable opportunities to undo
the injustices that are embedded in access to nature. The lack of access to green
spaces entrenches existing divisions within society: those from black or other ethnic
minorities, those on lower incomes and young people are all much less likely to have
access to private green space. In Scotland, only 4 local authorities have more than



50% of their green space in urban areas as public space, which means that there are
increased barriers for these groups. This information is deeply troubling and requires
immediate action from the Scottish Government to ensure that marginalised
communities have fair access to outdoor spaces.

Furthermore, it is unacceptable that young people today are growing up without
being able to enjoy the flocks of birds and wonders of butterflies (as well as many
other species) that flourished only a few decades ago. If your government does not
invest in protecting Scottish species, there will not be many left for future generations
to appreciate.

You can help to tackle both the nature crisis and the great inequalities in accessing
green space in our society by:

● Investing £2 billion in the currently existing green spaces to improve their
quality in order to ensure that these spaces are safe, accessible and well
looked after, including investing in infrastructure to ensure that travel to, from
and through these spaces is secure and reliable for walking, wheeling and
cycling as well as sustainable bus links.

● Ensuring that future planning reforms maximise opportunities for green and
blue space to be built into new developments.

● Restoring all urban wildlife spaces as currently only 68% of SSSIs in urban
areas are currently properly looked after and in a good condition.

● Commit to putting in place, by 2023, management plans for all of Scotland’s
marine protected areas and seabird colonies which prohibit unsustainable,
damaging activities.

● Conducting an urgent review into the safety and accessibility of urban public
green spaces and consequently taking necessary steps to ensure that these
spaces are open to everyone in society, particularly marginalised groups.

● Recognising the importance of nature in our physical, mental and emotional
health by incorporating nature into our existing healthcare practices to work
alongside other treatments and strategies.

● Providing local authorities with sufficient funding to support schemes, projects,
programmes and community groups in their area that are already helping
people to connect with nature but that urgently need increased resources to
improve and widen this work.

● Ensuring that you exceed, both in timescale and quantity, your Government’s
target of protecting 30% of Scotland’s land for nature by 2030.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these and other ideas that we have
with you and members of your Government at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Talia Goldman, Co-Director, UK Youth For Nature



Morgan Guthrie, Political Strategy Coordinator, UK Youth For Nature
Matt Williams, Co-Director and Founder, UK Youth for Nature

Signatories
Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland
Boots & Beards
Butterfly Conservation Scotland
CEMVO Scotland
Diversity Scotland
Ethnic Minority Environmental Network
Marine Conservation Society
Nature Friendly Farming Network
North East Mountain Trust
Reforesting Scotland
Scottish SeaBird Centre
Southern Uplands Partnership
Sustrans Scotland
Walk Fife


