
To the Senedd,

We are writing to you at a crucial moment in the politics of Wales. With the recent election, the people of
Wales have voted for their representatives and decision-makers for the next five years. At the start of this
new session, we have the opportunity to set the path for Wales’ future relationship with nature and create
a future where our environment is protected and can thrive for the benefit of all inhabitants of Wales,
human and wildlife alike.

Whilst many people think of Wales as a green oasis with thriving nature, this is far from the case. As
stated in “A Journey to a Resilient Wales”, Wales is currently one of the world’s most nature-depleted
nations. With the State of Nature Report 2019 finding that one in six species in Wales are at risk of
disappearing from our nation, we are calling on the Senedd to act quickly and decisively to prevent this
from happening and to reverse the current trajectories for many species and habitats here.

In addition to the state of nature itself, the accessibility of nature-rich green and blue space is in need of
immediate improvement. Whilst the Senedd has voted into legislation some important bills concerning (or
including) nature and its importance to people - such as the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act and the
Environment (Wales) Act - there is still much to be done to implement these laws and to protect and
increase access to nature here in Wales. Access to nature is vital to increasing current and future
generations’ wellbeing. Still, many do not have fair access allowing them to receive the clear benefits
associated with access to nature on our physical, mental, emotional and community health.

Access to nature should be fair and equitable for all in our society, and we currently have a long way to go
before this becomes a reality. According to the Ordnance Survey and Office for National Statistics, less
than 4% of Wales is covered in public green spaces (excluding publicly accessible private land and
National Parks).

Those in urban areas, and particularly those from marginalised communities and/or lower socioeconomic
backgrounds, have been shown to be less likely or able to access nature due to the absence of private
green space or high-quality green spaces near to where they live. According to the Office for National
Statistics, 13% of households in Wales are without a private garden and 36% of those living in flats do not
have access to a private green space, a higher figure than both England and Scotland. The proportion of
BAME households without private green space is higher, reflecting the inequalities within our society.
Data released by Ordnance Survey and the Fields in Trust Green Space Index showed that only 8% of
Cardiff, one of the most densely populated areas of Wales, features both open and publicly accessible
green space. In addition, there are several other issues, such as safety in accessing existing green areas,
that make accessing even this limited green space a challenge. The quality of the green space, for both
people and nature, is often an issue and should be addressed immediately.

Equal access to nature is not just an issue that concerns urban residents. Barriers related to transport and
rights-of-way are prominent factors in the lack of access to nature for rural communities in Wales. With
large parts of Wales having poor transport links, it can be difficult for those who do not drive to access the
larger green spaces present in our nation. Much of Wales’s green space is privately-owned agricultural
land, and the uncertainty around rights-of-way means that people often feel worried about accessing said
green space. Therefore, more must be done to ensure people can, and feel comfortable to, access nature
nearby.

These issues are not simply related to accessing green space. Evidence is now suggesting that the
benefits of spending time in nature discussed above are enhanced even further by spending time in, on,



or near water. Unfortunately, long-standing uncertainty regarding access to water in Wales leaves many
excluded from enjoying these inland ‘blue spaces’ due to the very real threat of litigation and
confrontation. The lack of clarity in law has created an unhealthy climate of conflict between users and
landowners, most of whom share an interest in the protection of the environment itself. While we have an
amazing network of waterways running through, or close to communities in Wales, our ability to access
these natural ‘blue’ spaces for recreation and enjoyment is greatly restricted.

As we begin to leave lockdown and recover from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and transition
into a post-Brexit nation, we have an unprecedented opportunity to create a relationship between people
and nature that works for all. Lockdown has highlighted a vital need to ensure that people across our
nation have greater access to high-quality, nature-rich green and blue spaces near to where they live. An
RSPB-commissioned survey found that people’s eyes have been opened to the wildlife on their doorstep
over the last year, with almost one-third of Welsh people (32%) learning something new about nature in
their local area. More than ever, there is now a greater desire among residents of Wales to access and
protect nature.

To that end, we are calling on the Senedd to tackle the nature crisis and the significant inequalities in
accessing green and blue space in our society by:

● Setting legally binding nature recovery targets.
● Putting nature at the forefront of education by including outdoors education as a core component

of the curriculum and ensuring that schools are given sufficient funding and resources to enable
this.

● Recognising the importance of nature for our physical, mental and emotional health by
incorporating nature into our existing healthcare practices to work alongside other treatments
and therapies.

● Ensure the planning system delivers for nature and climate at all levels, maximising opportunities
for green and blue infrastructure and demanding a net biodiversity benefit from all developments.
This would involve conducting an urgent review of all high-carbon infrastructure to ensure it is
compatible with Wales’s net-zero target. Where it is not, the money due to be invested in this
infrastructure should be diverted to new active travel measures and local public transport: bus
routes, cycle lanes and infrastructure, bridleways and public footpaths.

● Investing £100 million in improving the quality of existing green and blue spaces, and doubling
the area of publicly accessible green space in Wales, especially in urban areas. This should be
done to ensure that every resident in Wales has access to high quality, nature-rich green and blue
spaces within a four-minute walk from their house.

● Ensuring that private landowners are maintaining and adhering to public rights-of-way, with more
significant penalties for those to be found in contempt of these responsibilities.

● Providing local authorities with sufficient funding to support schemes, projects, programmes, and
community groups in their area that are already helping people connect with nature but urgently
need increased resources to improve and widen this work. This could include aligning with a
UK-wide initiative to invest £1 billion in a Get Outdoors Initiative to educate and engage urban
communities, particularly young people, in nature and the outdoors.

As we move forward, it is vital that nature and access to it are improved, as it will play an important role in
the wellbeing of future generations and in the fight against climate change. We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss these and other ideas that we have with you and believe the Senedd must act now
to create better and fairer access to nature, ensuring a more resilient, healthier and more equal Wales.



Best wishes,
Talia Goldman, Co-Director, UK Youth for Nature
Joe Wilkins, Head of Campaigns, UK Youth for Nature
Matt Williams, Co-Director and Founder, UK Youth for Nature

Signatories

Aberystwyth Conservation Volunteers
Aberystwyth Plan Bee
Bat Conservation Trust
Butterfly Conservation Wales
Cambrian Wildwood
Canoe Wales
Mental Health Monster
RSPB Cymru
Sustainable Wales
Swansea University Tree Society
UK Student Climate Network
Woodland Trust of Wales


